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SAQA  LEGISLATIVE MANDATE

NQF implementation

and co-ordinate NQF 

Sub-Frameworks

OVERSEE

the Minister of 

Higher Education and 

Training on NQF 

matters

ADVISE

and implement NQF 

policies and criteria

DEVELOP

a National Learners’ 

Records Database

MAINTAIN

qualifications and 

professional 

designations on the 

NQF

REGISTER

professional 

bodies

RECOGNISE

evaluation and 

advisory services for 

foreign qualifications

PROVIDE

verification services 

for national 

qualifications

PROVIDE

research and collaborate 

with international 

counterparts

CONDUCT

the public about

the NQF

INFORM



Objectives 
of the NQF

Create a single 
integrated national 

framework 

Facilitate access, 
mobility and 
progression 

Enhance 
quality of 

education and 
training

Accelerate redress of 
past unfair 

discrimination

Contribute to the full 
personal development of 

each learner and the 
social and economic 
development of the 

nation at large



④

③
②

①
Qualifier

Qualification 
specialisation

Designator/ 
Descriptor

Broad area of 
study/ 
discipline/  
Occupations

Qualification Type
Bachelor, Diploma,
Certificate, 
Occupational 
qualifications

NQF Level and 
level descriptor

QUALIFICATION



Level
Title, Field 

and Sub-field

Credits

Rationale and 
Purpose

RPL and Entry 
Requirements

Rules of 
Combination

ELOs and 
AACs

Integrated 
Assessment

International 
Comparability

Articulation



Scope of Knowledge

General 
Knowledge

Operational
Knowledge

Basic 
Understanding

Fundamental
Knowledge

Detailed
Knowledge

Informed
Understanding

Integrated
Knowledge

Critical
Knowledge

Specialist
Knowledge

Applied 
Knowledge

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

The extent of knowledge from the basic 
and general understanding of areas of 
study to an ability to use that 
knowledge to conceptualise new 
research initiatives and create new 
knowledge or practice



Quick Exercise (5 minutes)
Look at the ELOs presented here.  Based on what is 
provided, at what level is this qualification?

1. Apply the basic theoretical principles of accounting in opportunity identification and problem-solving.

2. Plan and execute the research by gathering, analysing, synthesising and interpreting the relevant 
information correctly and reflecting on research undertaken.

3. Demonstrate effective communication competence with the different role players in the accounting 
field and applying the theoretical principles of communication.

4. Analyse and critically evaluate a scenario; develop meaningful suggestions and advice to address 
certain VAT, Tax, Payroll or other accounting issues.

5. Organise and co-ordinate resources and opportunities in the field of accounting by applying the 
relevant theoretical aspects and to reflect on the application.

6. Practice acceptable social sensitivity with others and work effectively in self-directed teams by 
implementing the relevant theory of teamwork and evaluate the implementation thereof.
7. Utilise appropriate technologies in expanding accounting expertise.

8. Promote responsible local and global citizenship through their approach towards the holistic 
application of their accounting capabilities.



Rules of 
combination

ELOs AAcs

Exit Level Outcomes  - means the knowledge, skills and 

attitudes that a learner should have obtained or mastered on 

completion of a qualification or part-qualification and against 

which the learner is assessed for competence

IT IS NOT
1. Tasks or job description
2. Based on a module

In developing ELOs:
1. Use NQF Level descriptors
2. Must indicate what learner will know, do and 

understand
3. Can be based on cluster of modules



Q
u

al
if

ic
at

io
n

s

Types of Assessment

C
ap

ab
ili

ti
e

s
A

p
p

lie
d

 C
o

m
p

et
e

n
ce

Assignments
Practical 
Exams

Work-based 
Learning

Knowledge Skills Reflection

Formative Summative



National Qualifications Framework

Level Sub-Framework and qualification types

10 Doctoral Degree (360 Credits)
Doctoral Degree (Professional)

*

9 Master’s Degree (180 Credits)
Master’s Degree (Professional)

*

8 Bachelor Honours Degree (120 
Credits)

Postgraduate Diploma (120 Credits)
Bachelor’s Degree (480 Credits)

Specialised Occupational Diploma
(120 Credits)

7 Bachelor’s Degree (360 Credits)
Advanced Diploma (120 Credits)

Advanced Occupational Diploma
(120 Credits)

6 Diploma (360 Credits)
Advanced Certificate (120 Credits)

Occupational Diploma (360 Credits)
Advanced Occupational Certificate

(120 Credits)

5 Higher Certificate (120 Credits) Higher Occupational Certificate
(120 Credits)

4 National Certificate (120 Credits) National Occupational Certificate
(120 Credits)

3 Intermediate Certificate (120 
Credits)

Intermediate Occupational Certificate
(120 Credits)

2 Elementary Certificate (120 Credits) Elementary Occupational Certificate
(120 Credits)

1 General Certificate (120 Credits) General Occupational Certificate (120 
Credits)
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“Organising Field” means a particular area of learning used as 

an organising mechanism for the NQF. These Organising Fields 

are not based on traditional discipline or Classification of 

Educational Subject Matter (CESM), economic sectors or 
occupations.

Section 4 (NQF Act) The NQF is a comprehensive system 

approved by the Minister for the classification, registration, 

publication and articulation of quality-assured national 

qualifications

CESM vs. OFO vs. Organising Fields



QUALIFICATION 

TYPE

FIELD SUBFIELD

As per the relevant 

Sub-Framework 

policy.

As per the NQF Organising Field 

(Annexure A).

As indicated in the NQF Organising 

Fields (Annexure A).

ABET BAND MINIMUM CREDITS PRE-2009 NQF 

LEVEL

NQF LEVEL QUAL CLASS

Undefined As per the 

qualification type in 

the Sub-Framework 

policy

This is only 

applicable to 

qualifications that 

were registered on 

the 8-level NQF 

prior to 2009.

As per the 

qualification type as 

identified in the Sub-

Framework policy.  

This refers to the 

10-level NQF.

Regular-Provider-

ELOAC

(Exit Level 

Outcomes and 

Assessment 

Criteria)



REGISTRATION STATUS SAQA DECISION NUMBER REGISTRATION START 

DATE

REGISTRATION END DATE

This indicates the status of the 

qualification as follows:

• Registered

• Reregistered

• Passed the end date - 

Status was "Reregistered"

• Recorded

Decision number from the 

SAQA Board.  All amendments 

to qualifications on the NQF 

MIS must have a decision 

number

This is the date when the 

qualification was registered or 

reregistered.  The first date of 

reregistration will appear in the 

notes section of the 

qualification

The last date of registration is 

as follows:

QCTO – 5 years

Umalusi – 5 years

CHE – 3 years

LAST DATE FOR 

ENROLMENT

LAST DATE FOR ACHIEVEMENT

Indicate the last date that 

learners may be enrolled in the 

qualification.  No learners may 

be enrolled after the last date 

of enrolment.

Indicates the last date that a learner can achieve the qualification.  All assessments must be 

completed before or on the last date of achievement.   This is applicable to those 

pipeline learners who are already in the system and who wish to continue with their 

studies in the same qualification they originally registered for on condition that studies 

were not interrupted.  



Status Description

Registered The qualification is registered for the 1st time for a specified period.  

• NB: SAQA registers qualifications for 3 years whereas the CHE accredits programmes for 

5 years.

Re-registered The qualification is re-registered for another specified period. 

Passed the end date - Status was 

"Registered - Historical"

These qualifications were registered without content to allow for the loading of learner 

data.  Providers cannot offer these qualifications as they are not aligned to the relevant Sub-

Framework policy.

Recorded The qualification is recorded against a registered generic qualification as a learning 

programme.  No content is available for a learning programme.

Passed the end date - Status was 

"Recorded"

The qualification reached its registration end date and was not recommended for re-

registration.  It is still a valid qualification, but providers cannot offer the qualification anymore.

Passed the end date - Status was 

"registered

The qualification reached its registration end date and was not recommended for re-

registration.  It is still a valid qualification, but providers cannot offer the qualification anymore.

Passed the end date - Status was 

"Registered-data under construction"

The qualification was recorded as a learning programme before and was re-registered as a 

standalone qualification during the alignment process with the CHE.  However, no content is 

available (data under construction).  The qualification reached the registration end date.



"Registered-data under 

construction"

The qualification was either registered as a stand alone 

qualification or recorded as a learning programme against a 

generic SGB qualification and was re-registered. However, no 

content is available (data under construction).  Data will be 

captured as soon as it is available.

6 681 Qualifications

• All qualifications re-registered until 30 June 2027
• About 3 500 Qualifications registered as “RDC”
• SAQA and CHE - joint project to evaluate and capture 

content.









Significant changes to qualifications

Changes to credits and levels

Changes to Rules of Combination

Changes in ELOs and ACCs



New SAQA ID#

Verification of qualifications – Bachelor of Science vs 
Bachelor of Science (Chemistry)



THANK 
YOU

Ms Caroline Eva
Manager: HEQSF
Registration and Recognition
South African Qualifications Authority

Mr Japie Nel
Senior Manager
Registration and Recognition
South African Qualifications Authority
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